
Norwood Planning Board 566 Washington Street Norwood, MA 02062 
781-762-1240 ext. 164 781-278-3033 (fax) phalkiotis@norwood.ma.gov 

 
  1 
 

NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

June 17, 2019 

PRESENT:   
Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman  

Joseph Sheehan, Vice Chairman 

Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 

Alfred P. Porro Jr.  

Briana Hursen, Associate Member 

Also Present:  

Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 

Robert Bamber  

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski, 

Chairman, in Room 12 of the Norwood Town Hall, located at 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the Minutes of June 17, 2019, seconded by Mr. 

Porro.  

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed  

 

CONTINUES SITE PLAN REVIEW– 862-878 Washington Street –Stefan Frey, 

Charles River Equity Partners, LLC; John Glossa, Glossa Engineering  

 

Mr. Glossa stated that he talked to the Norwood Light Department and they requested that a 

pole be moved. Mr. Sheehan asked if the pole will be moved roughly 5 ft.  Mr. Glossa started 

that the pole will be moved 5 ft.   

 

Mr. Glossa stated that the width of the driveway was now in compliance with Mark Ryan, 

Town Engineer’s review memo.  Mr. Porro asked if widening the entrance will accommodate 

a fire truck.  Mr. Glossa stated that it would. 
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Ms. Holmwood had some concerns over the location of the dumpster.  Mr. Paciorkowski 

asked if they owned the easement and the cans could go there.  Mr. Glossa stated that the cans 

could go right next to the transformer, but a parking space would be lost.   

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that Mr. Ryan and the Fire Department would need to submit a Memo 

that states that they have reviewed the plan and approve it.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if one parking space was lost, could the fire hydrant be put where the 

Fire Department wants it and two trees could be saved. 

 

Mr. Frey stated that things could be shifted to adjust the shed.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that he does not have a problem with that as long as it is shown on a final 

revised plan.  

 

Mr. Sheehan and Mr. Porro agreed that the shifting seems reasonable.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if the sidewalk will be removed.  Mr. Glossa stated that the sidewalk 

will be removed and replaced and will be concrete. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked the public if they had any comments.  The public did not have any 

comments. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the plan subject to approval letters from the Town 

Engineer and the Deputy Fire Department and a revised final plan, seconded by Mr. Sheehan. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

DISCUSSION– Zoning Map Amendment in the MUOD to include 145 Railroad Avenue 

– Robert Dempsey 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that when the Mixed Use Overlay District was discussed, Mr. 

Dempsey’s property was not included due to their use of the underlying zoning. Mr. 

Paciorkowski stated that it makes sense to included Mr. Dempsey’s property in Town Meeting 

in the fall. 

 

Mr. Porro stated that every property in the area should be looked at.  Mr. Halkiotis stated that 

he would like to just look at this one property for now as the owner is requesting the change. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that each individual property would need to come in front of the 

Planning Board to see if it meets conditions to be included in the Mixed Use Overlay District. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that a Public Hearing would need to occur in the fall.  
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MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to move forward to add 145 Railroad Avenue to be part of 

the Mixed Use Overlay District and the Central Business District, seconded by Ms. 

Holmwood. 

 

VOTE 3-1 motion passed. Mr. Porro was opposed 

 

PLANNING BOARD BUSINESS 

 

The members of the Planning Board discussed the list of possible Planning Board meeting 

dates. Ms. Holmwood would like to only have one date in August.   

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that they could get rid of the second date in August and add it back in if 

need be. 

 

The members of the board decided that there will be meeting dates July 8
th
, July 22

nd
, and 

August 12
th
.  

 

DISCUSSION – Proposed Zoning Amendment for 289 Walpole Street – David Hern 

Esq.; Michael Viano  

 

Mr. Paciorkowki stated that tonight is an informal meeting to discuss the Oak View Mansion 

and a possibly zoning amendment.  There was a meeting a few months ago that addressed the 

same topic. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski gave Mr. Hern a letter from Ms. Howard about the history of the property. 

 

Mr. Hern stated that he is here to represent the property owners and Mr. Viano in order to 

discuss a zoning overlay for the property.  Mr. Hern stated that people are concerned with 

preserving historical sites and making them beneficial to the town.   

 

Mr. Hern stated that he is submitting a proposed Zoning Bylaw amendment that would allow 

single family residences that were built before 1930 and over 3000 S.F. be converted to multi-

family condo dwellings by Special Permit. The condos would need to maintain the historical 

facade of the building.  Mr. Hern stated that this only applies to six properties in Norwood. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that about ten years ago, a mansion exception amendment was before 

the Planning Board.  This proposal was something very similar to the one discussed now.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that he likes the concept and that in the past meeting the Planning 

Board was not against rezoning the site, they were just against the density of the proposal. 

 

Both Mr. Porro and Mr. Sheehan stated that they liked the concept of preserving the structure 

but would like a limit to 3 or 4units.  

Ms. Holmwood stated that the historical buildings should be saved.  Ms. Holmwood would 

like to see guidelines that prevent the site from losing curb appeal. 
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Ms. Holmwood asked who the granting authority is.  Mr. Paciorkowski stated that because 

this is a new Bylaw it is yet to be determined.  

 

Mr. Porro stated he would like to know an exact number of how many properties this bylaw 

would impact. 

 

Discussion – Endicott Street Concerns – Toni Eosco, neighbor 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that Ms. Eosco has some concerns about Endicott Street and would 

like to see improvements to the area in order to address traffic, improvements to sidewalks, 

and lightning to the area.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked Ms. Eosco how she would like the area to be fixed. Ms. Eosco would 

like more parking, lighting, traffic pattern, and sidewalks. Ms. Eosco would also like the 

zoning changed and the neighborhood protected.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked what Mr. Eosco would like the area rezoned to. Ms. Eosco was not sure 

but thought an overlay should be considered as it was a complicated location   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that Ms. Eosco is suggesting looking at the zoning to see if it 

complies with the new uses in the area. Mr. Paciorkowski stated that as far as traffic goes, Ms. 

Eosco would have to work with the Police Department and that they would need to determine 

the owner to the old bridge over Davis Avenue. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked if the area was rezoned for General Business would there be more traffic. 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that businesses could build by right then.  

 

Ms. Eosco stated that there are concerns about Hawes Pond. Mr. Paciorkowski stated that the 

Conservation Commission would need to be approached to address the concerns about the 

pond. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Holmwood. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:35PM.  

 

Next Meeting: July 8th, 2019 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Community Media.  A copy of the tape is 

available upon request.  
 
 


